
  
 

Group Devotion 
October 2019 

Theme: Discerning God’s Call 
 
Opening Prayer (in unison) 
Gracious God, open our hearts, and minds to hear what you are teaching us today. By the 
power of your Holy Spirit give us willingness and courage to faithfully follow you. We pray in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
Introduction (Leader reads or summarizes) (1 min) 
In our pre-reading, we reflected on the mysterious nature of God’s call, and the difficulty 
discerning and responding to God’s voice. Our theme for this month, “Discerning God’s Call”, 
represents one of the most important practices church leaders undertake in making decisions for 
the church.  
 
Group discernment is a very intentional spiritual practice. It is done together, through a process 
of prayer, reflection, and deep listening. But like individual discernment, much can get in the way 
of our hearing God’s voice. Common culprits in the church include close-mindedness (“we’ve 
always done it this way”, for example), fear or dislike of change, as well as cynicism and judgment 
toward new ideas and the people that offer them. These obstacles can cause us to make decisions 
to protect and preserve rather than to take risks and experience the new possibilities God is 
pointing us to. In both group and individual discernment we are vulnerable to making decisions 
that reflect our needs rather than God’s call and will.  
 
 
Scripture (5 min) 
To the Leader: You’ll need to bring copies of the Scripture reading (attached). Begin by explaining 
and assigning parts as outlined below. Some may need to take more than one part. 
 
Leader reads: In John 9 we see many great examples of obstacles to recognizing God’s voice and 
call. We’ll read the passage like a reader’s theater, each of us reading different parts:  
 
Narrator Neighbors  Blind Man  
Disciples Others   Jewish Leaders 
Jesus  Pharisees  Parents  
 
As we read, listen for the different reactions of the people in the story. What is keeping them 
from recognizing God’s voice and presence?  
Group Reflection (Leader facilitates discussion following the reading) (5-7+ min) 
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Consider the responses of the disciples, the Pharisees, Jewish leaders, the neighbors and others, 
and the parents. 
 

1. Where do you see examples of close-mindedness or fear? What else do you hear getting 
in the way of the people seeing what God is showing them?  
 

2. What reactions in this story remind you of Matthew’s call depicted in the Caravaggio 
painting (from the Individual Devotion)? 
 

3. Take a moment to consider your experiences making decisions in the church. In what 
ways do we as leaders fall into the traps that keep us from hearing God’s call to this 
church? 
 

4. Given what you noticed about the passage, the painting, and your experiences in the 
church, what gives you hope?  

 
 
Build a Closing Prayer (2-3 minutes) 
To the Leader: There are many ways to build the closing prayer together; please be encouraged 
to experiment! It’s important that all have an opportunity to contribute, and that the prayer 
reflects the input of the group. Beyond that, you can be creative. For example, you might invite 
everyone around the table to say aloud what comes to mind from #1, or maybe they’d rather 
write down their responses and pass them to you. Or, after everyone has a chance to write, you 
could begin the prayer and pause, letting the group call out what they have written down. Or, you 
may have another idea! Feel free to also add the joys and concerns of the group. 
 

1. Together, list: 
a. What you need from God to faithfully follow God’s call (i.e. courage, clarity, 

comfort, etc.) 

b. What provision of God’s you are particularly grateful for as it relates to God’s call 
(i.e. God’s strength, God’s persistence and patience, other Christians, etc.) 
 

2. The devotion leader then begins the prayer, filling in the blanks with the list above:  
 
Gracious and loving God (or other naming of God),  
we thank you for __(list from 1b above)_______.   
With grateful hearts, we want to serve you faithfully and grow in your likeness.  
By your grace, we ask these things __(list from 1a above)_________. 
ALL: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. In the name of Christ we pray. Amen.  
 
Reminder: Please include a summary of your group’s discussion, including your prayer list, 
in your meeting minutes.  
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John 9: 1-34 (Adapted from the Common English Bible) 

NARRATOR: As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who was blind from birth.  

DISCIPLES: 2‘Rabbi, who sinned so that he was born blind, this man or his parents?’  

JESUS: 3 ‘Neither he nor his parents. This happened so that God’s mighty works might be 
displayed in him. 4While it’s daytime, we must work the works of him who sent me. Night is 
coming when no one can work. 5While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’  

NARRATOR: 6After Jesus said this, he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and smeared 
the mud on the man’s eyes 7saying to him,  

JESUS: ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.’  

NARRATOR: So the blind man went away and washed. When he returned, he could see. 8The 
neighbors and those who used to see him when he was a beggar said,  

NEIGHBORS: ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’  

OTHERS: 9 ‘It is.’  

NEIGHBORS: ‘No, it’s someone who looks like him.’  

BLIND MAN:  ‘Yes, it’s me!’  

NEIGHBORS: 10‘How are you now able to see?’  

BLIND MAN: 11 ‘The man they call Jesus made mud, smeared it on my eyes, and said, “Go to the 
Pool of Siloam and wash.” So I went and washed, and then I could see.’ 

OTHERS: 12‘Where is this man?’  

BLIND MAN: ‘I don’t know.’ 

NARRATOR: 13 Then they led the man who had been born blind to the Pharisees.14Now, Jesus 
made the mud and smeared it on the man’s eyes on a Sabbath day. 15So the Pharisees also asked 
him how he was able to see.  

BLIND MAN: ‘He put mud on my eyes, I washed, and now I see.’  

PHARISEES: 16 ‘This man isn’t from God, because he breaks the sabbath law.’  

OTHERS: ‘How can a sinner do miraculous signs like these?’  
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NARRATOR: So they were divided. 17Some of the Pharisees questioned the man who had been 
born blind again:  

PHARISEES: ‘What do you say about him since he healed your eyes?  

BLIND MAN: He said, ‘He’s a prophet.’ 

NARRATOR: 18 The Jewish leaders didn’t believe the man had been blind and received his sight 
until they called for his parents 19and asked them,  

JEWISH LEADERS: ‘Is this your son? Are you saying he was born blind? How can he now see?’  

PARENTS:20 ‘We know he is our son. We know he was born blind. 21But we don’t know how he 
now sees, and we don’t know who healed his eyes. Ask him. He’s old enough to speak for 
himself.’  

NARRATOR: 22His parents said this because they feared the Jewish authorities. This is because 
the Jewish authorities had already decided that whoever confessed Jesus to be the Christ would 
be expelled from the synagogue. 23That’s why his parents said, ‘He’s old enough. Ask him.’ 
24 Therefore, they called a second time for the man who had been born blind, and said to him,  

JEWISH LEADERS: ‘Give glory to God. We know that this man [Jesus] is a sinner.’ 

Fix BLIND MAN: 25 ‘I don’t know whether he’s a sinner. Here’s what I do know: that though I was 
blind now I see.’  

JEWISH LEADERS: 26‘What did he do to you? How did he heal your eyes?’  

BLIND MAN: 27‘I already told you, and you didn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 
you want to become his disciples too?’  

JEWISH LEADERS: 28 ‘You are his disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples. 29We know that God spoke 
to Moses, but we don’t know where this man is from.’  

BLIND MAN:30 ‘This is incredible! You don’t know where he is from, and yet he healed my 
eyes! 31We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners. God listens to one who is devout and does 
God’s will. 32No one has ever heard of a healing of the eyes of someone born blind.33If this man 
wasn’t from God, he couldn’t do this.’  

JEWISH LEADERS: 34‘You were born completely in sin! How is it that you dare to teach us?’  

NARRATOR: And they drove him out. 

 


