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Reconsidering power…

God is love.



Rethinking classical 
theism…

God       World 
u Eternal          Temporal 
u Unchangeable   Changeable 
u Not subject     Subject to 

    to suffering   suffering   



Basic elements of process 
thought

Process:  All things flow. Reality is 
process. 

   

Relation:  Everything that is, is related 
to  everything else.



Process:  All things flow. 
Reality is process.
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God in process both 
Changing and Unchanging

God is changing— 

u the divine memory is ever expanding,  

u the experience of the world included in the life of 
God,  

u God responds to what happens in the world God 
presents new possibilities for good 

God is unchanging— 

u “the same yesterday, today, and forever”  

u unwavering in love 

u everlastingly luring toward the good.



Abide With Me

“Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 
The darkness deepens, Lord with me 

abide…. 
Change and decay, Lord, all around I see;   
O Thou that changest not, abide with me.” 

(Whitehead, Process and Reality 209  

God within and underlying the process)



Relation:  Everything that is, is 
related to everything else.

uExternal relations vs. 
u Internal relations 

u Inter-being



A moment of wonder… 
Pando “The Trembling Giant”



A Process Theodicy
Reconsidering the meaning of 

omnipotence… 

 What do we really mean by “power”? 

 If we mean “domination and control” and 
attach “omni” to that…problems arise. 

   1.Human freedom is compromised   
   2. The theodicy problem is      

  exacerbated 

   3. That kind of power is “sanctioned”    
   in the realm of human affairs 

 



PROBLEM!







Re-thinking divine power…

What if instead of this view we 
understand that God’s power is the 
power of God’s love?   

u   Persuasive, not coercive 
u   Social/relational power, not a   

  monopoly on power 
u   Reciprocal, not unilateral



Re-thinking all divine 
perfections…

Anslem’s insight:  “God is that, than 
which, nothing greater can be 
conceived.” 

Hartshorne’s innovation:  A religious 
formulation of divine perfections: 
u What is most worshipful?   
u What is most worthy of immulation?



What is “perfect” power? 

It is not self-evident to Hartshorne that 
perfection implies “a purely one-way 
causal action, an action without 
reaction or interaction….Perhaps the 
supreme action is also, necessarily the 
supreme interaction” (Hartshorne, 
Man’s Vision of God, p. 26).



Is this really a limitation  
of divine power?

“It has become customary to say that we 
must limit divine power to save human 
freedom and to avoid making deity 
responsible for evil.  But to speak of limiting a 
concept seems to imply that the concept, 
without the limitation makes sense.  The 
notion of a cosmic power that determines 
all decisions fails to make sense.”  
(Hartshorne, Divine Relativity, p. 138)  



Hartshorne’s Critique: What model 
of power have we applied to God?

“What is the ideal of the tyrant?  Is it not 
that while the fortunes of all should 
depend upon the tyrant’s will, he should 
depend as little as possible, ideally not at 
all upon the wills and fortunes of others.  
This one-sided independence, in ideally 
complete or absolute form was held the 
crowning glory of deity.”  (Hartshorne, 
Divine Relativity, p. 42)



u “Divine sovereignty sounds to some of us 
like a confession and admission that it is 
sheer power, not unstinted love that one 
most admires”  (Hartshorne, 
Omnipotence and Other Theological 
Mistakes, p. 14). 

u “Upon the unjustified prejudice, the 
rotten foundation, of the worship of 
mere power or absoluteness we ought 
to build no edifice, sacred or profane” 
(Hartshorne, Divine Relativity, p. 52).



Whitehead’s observation:  

“…the deeper idolatry, the fashioning of 
God in the image of the Egyptian, Persian 
and Roman imperial rulers was retained.  
They gave unto God the properties that 
belonged to Caesar” (Whitehead, Process 
and Reality, p. 520).



How does a God with 
this kind of power 
address suffering and 
evil?



In the face of evil as "perpetual 
perishing" (transience) God Saves  

"The ultimate evil in the temporal world is 
deeper than any specific evil. It lies in the 
fact that the past fades, that time is a 
‘perpetual perishing’.”  (Whitehead, Process 
and Reality, p. 517)  

u Objective immortality (effects ongoing in 
the world) 

u Preservation in the memory of God 
u Subjective immortality (in the divine life) 

God works with a “tender care that nothing 
of value be lost”  

Life-giving communion



In the face of evil as “sin” 
(transgression)…God Resists and 
Redeem

God is working persuasively and 
powerfully to redeem and transform.  
God never gives up.   
u Hymn:  “Your love never fails, it never gives 

up, it never runs out on me.” 

Redemptive resistance



In relation to suffering…
God is with us

God is the “fellow sufferer who 
understands.”   
u Hymn:  “There is no place where earth’s 

sorrows are more felt than up in Heaven; 
there is no place where earth’s failings 
have more kindly judgement given.” 

Saving solidarity



 Divine purposes are for:
u Life in communion 
u Redemptive resistance to evil 
u Saving solidarity in the face of 

suffering 

Question:  So if this is the divine 
intention what does that imply for our 
calling to engage suffering and evil in 
our world?



The real question about suffering and 
evil is not where it comes from but 
what are we going to do about it. 

The real question is not “Where is God 
in all this?  Is God with us?”  The real 
question is where are we, are we with 
God en la lucha (in the struggle)



Back to the Bible…

What kind of power does God 
exercise in  
u creation?  
u incarnation?  
u the cross?  
u the resurrection?



God is love.


