
 

          

 
WE CAN’T BREATHE 

 A SERVICE OF SORROW AND HOPE 
IN THE FACE OF SYSTEMATIC RACISM, VIOLENCE AND COVID-19 

June 2, 2020 
7:00 pm 

 
Gathering Music Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing arr. Phillip Keveren 
   
Sung Preparation Come and Find the Quiet Center BEACH SPRING 

 



 

 
Prayer of Invocation  Rev. Beth Freese Dammers  
  One: We are asphyxiating the Body of Christ by the violence and violation that has become our way of life. 
  All: We Can’t Breathe.  
One: We are suffocating in our systemic legacy of white supremacy, and we’re killing our black siblings in 

the process. 
  All: We Can’t Breathe.  
One: We are gasping for oxygen because Covid-19 is in the Body of Christ, choking our most vulnerable 

communities physically, financially, and spiritually. 
  All: We Can’t Breathe.  
One: The Spirit’s fire summons us with a call, a prompting, an insatiable desire to be witnesses to a 

Kindom of justice and peace. The Spirit is breathing new life into the world. Our lungs sting with the 
breath of the Holy Spirit, creating fire in our bones and visions of a new system sprung from the 
imagination of God. 

  All: Breath in Us, Holy Spirit. 
One: The Creator breathed breath into all creation. The rocks and hills are crying out in praise of the 

Almighty while we continue to choke and destroy the beauty of the earth. Open our eyes to see the 
desperation of the groaning earth. 

  All: Breath in Us, Holy Spirit. 
One: Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, returned breath to the dead and released the captives. When he 

challenged the forces of power and societal establishment, Jesus spoke truth to power until he too 
was murdered on a cross…“I can’t breathe.”  

  All: Breath in Us, Holy Spirit. 
One: Come, Triune God - Creator, Christ, and Spirit, breathe new life into your children today.  
  All: Breath in Us, Holy Spirit. 
One: Come Holy Spirit, come.  

Inspired by an article by Cody J. Sanders 
https://baptistnews.com/article/we-cant-breathe-an-apt-pentecost-prayer-for-white-christians/#.XtZzhS85QnM 

 
Silence is observed as we light the Christ Candle. 

  
Response sung 4 times Come and Fill Our Hearts with Your Peace CONFITEMINI DOMINO 

 
 



 

Scripture Reading Selections from Amos 5:  (The Message) 
Listen to this, family of Israel this Message I’m sending in bold print, this tragic warning: “Virgin 

Israel has fallen flat on her face. She’ll never stand up again. She’s been left where she’s fallen. No one 
offers to help her up.”  This is the Message, God’s Word: “The city that marches out with a thousand will 
end up with a hundred. The city that marches out with a hundred will end up with ten. Oh, family of Israel!” 

God’s Message to the family of Israel: “Seek me and live. You don’t want to end up with nothing to 
show for your life but a pile of ashes, a house burned to the ground. For God will send just such a fire, and 
the firefighters will show up too late. 
Woe to you who turn justice to vinegar and stomp righteousness into the mud. Do you realize where you 
are? You’re in a cosmos star-flung with constellations by God, A world God wakes up each morning and 
puts to bed each night. God dips water from the ocean and gives the land a drink. God, God-revealed, does 
all this. 

But here it is, bluntly spoken: Because you run roughshod over the poor and take the bread right 
out of their mouths, you’re never going to move into the luxury homes you have built or drink wine from 
the expensive vineyards you’ve planted. I know precisely the extent of your violations, the enormity of 
your sins. Appalling! You bully right-living people, taking bribes right and left and kicking the poor when 
they’re down.  Justice is a lost cause. Evil is epidemic. Decent people throw up their hands. Protest and 
rebuke are useless, a waste of breath. Seek good and not evil—and live! 

Hate evil and love good, then work it out in the public square. Maybe God, the God-of-the-Angel-
Armies, will notice your remnant and be gracious. “Go out into the streets and lament loudly! Fill the malls 
and shops with cries of doom! Weep loudly, ‘Not me! Not us, Not now!’ Empty offices, stores, factories, 
workplaces. Enlist everyone in the general lament. I want to hear it loud and clear when I make my visit.” 
God’s Decree. 

At God’s coming we face hard reality, not fantasy—a black cloud with no silver lining. 
“I can’t stand your religious meetings. I’m fed up with your conferences and conventions. I want nothing to 
do with your religion projects, your pretentious slogans and goals. I’m sick of your fund-raising schemes, 
your public relations and image making. I’ve had all I can take of your noisy ego-music. When was the last 
time you sang to me? Do you know what I want? I want justice—oceans of it. I want fairness—rivers of it. 
That’s what I want. That’s all I want.” 
 

  One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word! This is the Word of the Lord. 
     All: Thanks be to God! 

Silence is observed as we light a Candle. 
 
Response #286 Breath on Me, Breath of God TRENTHAM 
 
Scripture Reading Luke 4:16-21 (CEB)  

Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been raised. On the Sabbath he went to the synagogue as he 
normally did and stood up to read. The synagogue assistant gave him the scroll from the prophet Isaiah. 
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
the Lord has anointed me. He has sent me to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the 
prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate the oppressed, and to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor. He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the synagogue assistant, and sat down. Every eye in 
the synagogue was fixed on him. He began to explain to them, “Today, this scripture has been fulfilled just 
as you heard it.” 
 

  One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word! This is the Word of the Lord. 
     All: Thanks be to God! 

Silence is observed as we light a Candle. 



 

Response sung 4 times The Kindom of God CANTUS MUNDI 

 
 
THE PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS  (unison) 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love;  
where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;  

where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy.  
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;  

to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love; for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

 
Hymn   Let there Be Peace on Earth LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH 

 



 

Prayer of Confession   (unison) 

O God, we confess that the sin of racial hatred and prejudice distorts your divine plan for our 
human lives: You created us in divine likeness, diverse and beautiful: In every person, every race is 
your image. But too often we fail to recognize your image in all: Forgive us. 
 

You created us in divine freedom, to be free: In every decision, every choice is your possibility of 
justice. But too often we fail to choose to advocate for your justice for all: Forgive us. 
 

You created us for divine abundance, to tend and share: In every garden, every social structure is 
your seed of community. But too often we fail to create that community which includes all, and 
gives to all equal access to your abundant life: Forgive us. 
 

Forgive us: Open our eyes to distinguish good from evil Open our hearts to desire good over evil 
Strengthen our wills to choose good over evil, So that we may create among us your beloved 
community. 

Prayer of Confession for Racial Justice Sunday was written by the Rev. Susan A. Blain, 
Minister for Worship, Liturgy and Spiritual Formation, Worship and Education Ministry Team, Local Church Ministries. 

 
Assurance of Grace   
  One: Hear the good news: God's gift of grace in Jesus Christ forgives us and sets us free to live full 

human lives in community. We may go forth confident of the grace to see with new eyes beyond 
racial prejudice; to imagine with renewed fervor justice and mercy for all, and to create with a new 
will a community where all are given access to God's abundant life. 

    All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Communion          Rev. Beth Freese Dammers  

  Invitation to the Table 

  Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 One: The Lord be with you. 
   All: And also with you. 
 One: Lift up your hearts. 
   All: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:        Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
  All:        It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
One: (prayer continues) 

…we praise your name and join with all voices  who sing: 
 

Hymn 552     

All Sing:      Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 

One:        You are holy, O God of majesty, 
           and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son. 

 (prayer continues) 

   …as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 



 

Hymn 553 

All Sing: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
                                    (prayer continues) 
 

Lord’s Prayer (using “sins”) 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
  and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Communion of the People  
 

Communion Hymn  Taste and See  TASTE AND SEE 

 
   
     

Prayer after Communion 
voice one:    God of Life, you shared your peace with us when you gathered and formed us from 

the dust of the ground and breathed the breath of life into us. But life with you was 
not enough for us. Even in our rebellion, you clothe us and provide a way in the world. 
We are thankful that you continue to seek us, even in our wandering ways. 

voice two:    Jesus, Prince of Peace, you separated us from our sin in a way we never could – in a 
way we never can. You were a vessel of peace in a world that did not welcome you. 
But you persevered in love in the face of hatred. You taught us that forgiveness is 
possible even in the midst of extreme suffering. We are thankful that you continue to 
love us, even in our unrepentant ways. 

voice three:  Holy Spirit, you hold peace within us despite our circumstances. You tend to the 
deepest parts of our inmost being, nurturing peace so that it may grow. You lead us in 
paths of righteousness, showing us the way to bear love to the world. When hatred 
speaks its convincing lies, you show us the truth. We are thankful that you continue to 
sanctify us, even in our careworn ways. 



 

All: May we become instruments of peace, able to sow love so that hatred does not take 
root, we pray, Holy Spirit, that you would move in this place today. May our meager 
offering of bread and cup become our communion with the Triune God and one 
another. May peace and love abound in us and through us. 

 

by Rev. Michelle Henrichs, PC(USA) 
 

Hymn 749 We Are Called WE ARE CALLED  
 

Benediction A Gaelic Blessing 
Deep peace of the running wave to you. 

Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 

Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you. 

Moon and stars pour their healing light on you. 
Deep peace of Christ, the light of the world, to you. 

Deep peace of Christ to you. 
 
Musical Meditation - Live music will be played until 8:00 pm  
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